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Grade 7 Reading Comprehension Worksheet

Around The Spade Wagon
By Andy Adams

Read the passage. Then answer the questions.

It was an early spring. The round-up was set for the 10th of June. It was one day yet
before the round-up of the Cherokee Strip. This strip of leased Indian lands was to be
worked in three divisions. We were on our way to represent the Coldwater Pool in the
western division. Our outfit was four men and thirty horses. We were to represent a
range that had twelve thousand cattle on it, a total of forty-seven brands. Night had
almost set in when we reached the camp, and to our satisfaction and delight found the
Spade wagon already there. To hungry men like us, the welcome of their cook was
hospitality in the fullest sense of the word. The cook had informed us that we had been
inquired for by some Panhandle man; so before we had finished hobbling, a stranger
came, “Is Billy Edwards here?" The stranger proved to be "Babe" Bradshaw, an old
chum of Edwards's. The Spade cook with the supper invited us. Bradshaw sat around
while we ate. We did justice to the supper.

“Well, what are you doing in this country anyhow?" inquired Edwards of
Bradshaw."Well, sir, | have a document in my pocket, with sealing wax, which says that
| am the duly authorized representative of the Panhandle Cattle Association.”Said Babe,
"when | dissolved with the 'Ohio’ outfit and bought in with the 'LX' people' | learned
lessons that don't hesitate to ask for the best job on the works, for if you don't you'll see
someone get it that isn't as well qualified to fill it as you are.” Bradshaw wanted to go,
but each time he would return. Finally he inquired, "Whatever became of that little fellow
who was sick about your camp?"Edwards meditated until Mouse said, “He’s thinking
about the little fiddler." "Oh, yes, Patsy St. John, “said Edwards, as he sat up on a roll of
bedding. "He's dead long ago. | did something for him that I've often wondered who
would do the same for me--I closed his eyes when he died. He wanted to live, and
struggled hard to avoid going. Until three days before his death he was hopeful. He was
one of those little men you can't help but like; small physically, but with a heart as big as
an ox's.

As Edwards finished his story, his voice trembled and there were tears in his eyes. A
strange silence had come over those gathered about the camp-fire. Mouse, pretended
to be asleep, while Bradshaw made an effort to clear his throat and failing in this, turned
and walked away without a word.

Answer the Questions.

1. What is the main idea of the whole passage?
2. Underline the most important information in each paragraph.
3. Write a summary. Tell what is most important.
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Reading and re-reading a beginning passage, before answering questions is key. ... grade reading comprehension passages along
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2018-2019 iReady Grade Level Ranges for Math and ReadingGrade K Grade 1 ... Reading Plus Answers. 7 11300 1.
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